
Parsha Summary 

Themes of Shemot: 
1.) Israel prospers in hardship- In the 

beginning of our portion we read that 

though Israel is dealt with cruelty and 

hardship they prospered and multiplied all 

the more. Surely, what the devil meant for 

evil YHVH turned it around for the good.  

2.) Seventy persons- It says that all of 

those that went down into Egypt were 70 

souls or persons. Seventy is significant of 

nations. It is here that there is a transfor-
mation from families of Jacob to the na-

tion of Israel. Families entered Egypt 

while a nation left Egypt.   

3.) Death of the male children- This is 
the first time we see this fear from an 

earthly king against God’s people that 

leads him to slay male children in Egypt. 

We also see this same spirit in King 

Herod in the days of Yeshua (the deliv-

erer) wanting to kill the male children of 

Israel. In both cases the deliverer was 

spared and God triumphed in the midst of 

tragedy.  

4.) Moses- Many don’t realize this but 

Moses was named by the Pharaoh’s 

daughter and so Moses is not a Hebrew 

name but an Egyptian name. It means 

“son of.” We can see this in the name of 

Raamses the Pharaoh which is broke 

down like this: [Ra] [Moses] or Son of 

Ra, the Egyptian Sun god. At some point 
Moses realizes that he is not an Egyptian 

and drops the Egyptian god  connection 

but is simply known as Moses or Moshe, 

meaning “son of.” Again the mystery 

continues that the savior and deliverer, 

first seen in the Egyptian Joseph and now 

in the Egyptian Moses is hidden or 

masked from the Hebrew origins. Just 

like Yeshua today who is shrouded with 

pagan elements over the past 2,000 years 

and predominately known as Jesus, an 
English translation of a Greek name and 

not Yeshua the Hebrew origin.  

 “ names ”  Shemot ֹומְׁש ש      ש ת    A New Pharaoh שש 
 Israel is tricked into 

slavery 
 Destruction of Hebrew 

males 
 Moses is born 
 Moses kills Egyptian 
 Moses flees to Midian 
 The burning bush 
 The name of YHVH re-

vealed 
 Moses returns to Egypt 
 Israel’s deliverance an-

nounced 
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Blessing and the Burden - 

In reading this week’s portion we see something quite fa-

miliar. YHVH makes a covenant with a people and blesses 

them exceedingly just as He promises. But there are those 
that want to take advantage of this blessing and control it so 

that the blessing can be transferred to them while putting 

burdens on God’s chosen people.  

Let’s take a look at Laban and Jacob. Jacob was blessed of 
the Lord and Laban knew it.  

Genesis 30:27 “And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I 

have found favour in thine eyes, [tarry: for] I have learned 

by experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy 

sake.”  

It was Laban that dealt shrewdly with Jacob and tricked 
him about his wives and changed his wages ten times. 

Every time that Jacob wanted to get his family and leave, 

Laban would oppress Jacob all the more. When Jacob fi-

nally does decide to leave it is in haste and secretly just like 
the children of Israel escaping Egypt and in like manner 

Laban chases and overtakes Jacob fleeing from him just 

like Pharaoh and his armies after the children of Israel flee.  
Later we see this pattern in the life of Joseph. It was Po-

tiphar’s household that benefited from Joseph’s blessing. It 

seemed that everything that Joseph set his hands to do 
turned into blessing.  

Now I would love to say that everything I have ever done 

has been blessed of the Lord but that is not the case. I could 

only hope and pray that the same wisdom and favor would 
be upon me in my life as it was in Jacob and Joseph’s life. 

There has been points in my life that it seemed that every-

thing I tried to do was cursed and didn’t work out the way I 
planned it. Can you relate? Sometimes I felt like I had a 

burden without the blessing. I was making bricks without 

straw to benefit someone else. Was this fair?  

In Joseph’s case, Potiphar received the blessing while Jo-
seph received the burden. Where was the justice in that?  

Now we are reading about the children of Israel who have 

the blessing of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and 
Pharaoh tries to steal their blessing while placing cruel bur-

dens upon them. As the children of Israel built tribute cities 

and statues and memorials to Pharaoh as the cruelty and 
bondage continued.  

HaSatan (Satan), the adversary works in the same manner. 

He knows that the children of Yah are a blessed people. For 

those that call upon the name of Yeshua we have blessing 
and life inside of us. HaSatan fears this blessing or more 

accurately wants to twist and use this blessing to build his 

kingdom instead. Just like the Israelites who were dealt 
shrewdly with to build Pharaoh’s kingdom, we can also be 

oppressed and dealt shrewdly with to use our talents and 

gifts to built the kingdom of darkness and not the kingdom 
of light. This doesn’t happen overnight but can take months 

and years of slow compromise as the enemy of your soul 

slowly tightens the bonds of slavery, simply because we 

allow it. Pharaoh didn’t take Israel by force but through 
craftiness and subtlety, just like the serpent in the garden. 

Being in slavery for 430 years Israel had sons and daugh-

ters that were born into slavery without any fault of their 
own. In the same fashion we today may have generational 

curses that oppress us and it is not our own fault but the 

sins of our fathers, yet we are forced to deal with the conse-
quences.  

Yeshua said for us to take his yolk upon us because his 

yolk and burden was light. Yeshua is not a taskmaster but 

came to die by being hung on a tree, being a curse for us. It 
is through Yeshua’s blood that generational curses can be 

broken and the slavery of sin released.  

It is time for us to rise up and leave Egypt with the bless-
ing. It is time for us to use our blessing, consisting of tal-

ents, gifts, wisdom, and callings, to build the kingdom of 

light and not the kingdom of darkness. Don’t allow the 

taskmasters that Pharaoh has sent to bind you and cause 
you to wallow in the mud pits of addictions, old mind sets, 

and religious ruts that keep you from following your re-

deemer from Egypt and into the Promised Land.  
 

John 8:36 “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 

shall be free indeed.” 
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Signs of the deliverer 

Page 3 VOLUME 2 

Moses asks YHVH about how the people of Israel will know that he is sent by God to deliver 

them out of bondage. YHVH then gives him three signs to perform for the children of Israel so 

that they would believe that he was truly sent by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. So 

what were these signs? 

1. Turning his staff into a serpent and taking up the serpent and forming it into a staff again 

2. His hand would turn leprous and then be made whole again 

3. He would be able to turn water into blood 

Moses came and performed these miracles and the people of Israel believed. Did you know that 

Yeshua came bearing the same miracles?  

1. Yeshua came casting out devils and empowering his disciples to do the same teaching that 

they had authority over scorpions and snakes. 

2. Yeshua healed a those stricken with leprosy which was an incurable life long illness.  

3. Yeshua turned water into wine, which in Hebrew understanding is the blood of grapes.  

Questions for Group Discussion: 

1. What is the significance of 70 people going into Egypt? Where else is 70 mentioned? 

2. Why do you think Moses flees to Midian? Who were the Midianites descendants from? 

3. Israel multiplied and grew greatly in spite of oppression from Pharaoh. What are some experiences in 

your own life that you felt God ’ s blessing in the midst of hardship? 

4. Moses when he was commissioned by YHVH to go into Egypt gave excuses as to why he couldn ’ t 

do this. What are some examples of this in your own life? 

 

Brit Chadasha 

Reading: 1 Corinth. 
14:13-25 

The Brit Chadasha read-

ing this week is focused 

on the spiritual gift of 
speaking in tongues. How 

does this relate to our To-

rah portion? Well remem-

ber that Moses said that he 
could not speak well, basi-

cally saying that no one 

would understand his 

speech. So YHVH said he 
could speak to Aaron and 

then Aaron would in turn 

speak out on his behalf. In 

the same manner de-
scribed in the first letter to 

Corinth Shaul states that 

same thing when one per-

son is given a tongue and 
another interprets.  
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Haftarah reading: Isaiah 27:6-28:13 

In our Haftarah reading this week in Isaiah about judgment on 

Israel as a result of idolatry. There are some comparisons to 

our Torah portion this week; some obvious and some implied.  

Isaiah 27:6 In days to come Jacob shall take root, Israel shall 

blossom and put forth shoots and fill the whole world with 
fruit.  

Right off the bat in our Torah portion this week we read that 

Israel (Jacob) goes down into Egypt as 70 souls and quickly 

multiplies into such a vast nation that the new Pharaoh feels 

threatened by them. Juts like what was mentioned in Isaiah 27 

that Jacob would take root and fill the whole world with fruit. 

Mizraim or Egypt is looked at by most Bible scholars as rep-

resenting the whole world and the world system. By going 

down into Egypt and multiplying is no different than the later 

judgment upon the house of Israel being scattered into the 

nations and multiplying throughout the entire earth. In fact, 

this is the judgment that YHVH has chosen for His people, 

“7 Has he struck them as he struck those who struck them? Or 
have they been slain as their slayers were slain? 8 Measure by 
measure, by exile you contended with them;”  

So right here in Isaiah, the prophet shares that YHVH does not 

deal with Jacob like the other nations that strike them but 

through exile or scattering or banishment does he deal with 

His people. So how does YHVH deal with the nations that 

strike at Jacob? Plagues and judgments. We will read in the 

next couple portions that YHVH uses signs and wonders 

through varieties of plagues and judgments to strike those na-

tions.  

One interesting point before I close: Isaiah says that a sign 

that Israel is done with their sin is when all of the high places 

and idols are destroyed out of the land. According to verse 9 

and 10 in chapter 27 none of it should be allowed to stand. I 

will leave you with a thought provoking question? Are all of 

the high places removed from Israel yet? 

Haftarah Connections 

The Hebrew LanguageThe Hebrew LanguageThe Hebrew Language   
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